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public health and sanitary services other than the highly specialized
sen-ices (e.g. for tuberculous persons, mental defectives, expectant
mothers) which are now entrusted to county councils, and (&) the
raising by means of 'rates' of most of the income which all the local
authorities spend.
The rural district council has a great many minor functions,
some of them obsolete, under many acts of parliament, but since this
is not a legal treatise, we may give here, in the words of the clerk to
one of these councils,1 a description of those services which seem to
him to be the most important:
"It is the duty*, he tells us, "of the Council continually to inspect its
District to detect nuisances (i.e. practices dangerous to the general health)
and ». . to have them abated; to see that all inhabited property is kept in
a fit state for human habitation, to prevent overcrowding, and ... to
compel owners to repair defective property, or demolish, whichever
action is required. This service is proceeding continually throughout the
District. During 1936 inspections under this head were made amounting
in number to 5,929. It is also the duty of the Rural Council, and one which
is proceeding continually, to inspect factories, workshops, and work-
places to see that these premises are kept in accordance with the regula-
tions. For instance, during the year 1936, 148 such inspections were
made. It is the duty of the Rural Council to provide homes for persons
of the working-classes. . .. Houses are built and owned by the Council.
In the interests of public health all cow-sheds and dairies and milk-shops
are registered and inspected for cleanliness. Food and meat are inspected
and unsound meat seized and destroyed, slaughter-houses registered and
slaughterers licensed. Special designated tnilk can only be sold under
licence and periodical samples are submitted for bacteriological examina-
tion. All notifiable diseases are notified to the Medical Officer of Health
and recorded*
Hospitals for infectious diseases are provided by the councils in
collaboration with other districts. For example, the BuUingdon
District Council collaborates to maintain a joint fever hospital with
the rural district council and the borough of Wallingford (both in
the county of Berkshire). A small-pox hospital is maintained jointly
by a still larger group of councils.
Such are the general services chargeable upon the whole district
equally, by the 'general rate'. In addition, such services as water-
supply, sewage disposal, and scavenging are usually supplied to each
parish at its own expense, if the rural district council (not the parish
in question) thinks fit; these are paid for by the 'special rate*.2
1 A. E. Oswtn, Clerk to the BuBingdon R.D.C
3 That certain special expenses for parishes ate shown on the rating demand notes

